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Perry Computers offers five lines of 
computers that provide these charac¬ 
teristics, at prices you've been waiting 
for. 

Sanyo 
Epson 
Franklin 
Columbia 
Radio Shack 

Perry Computers is a complete com¬ 
puter retail store, carrying computer 
systems, hardware, software, and 
peripherals. 

Ifyou are stepping up to a more pow¬ 
erful system, expanding, or starting 
up your unit, be sure you see our 
products and prices. 

FOR INFORMATION 
call 517-625-4161 


Perry Computers will offer monthly specia \i n tnis computer ad. Watch for them. 

■ SKC DISKETTES 

SS/DD {Single Sided-Double Density) 

DD/DD (Double Sided-Double Density) 

■ EPSON RIBBONS [SO Series Pr nters) 

■ CLOSE-OUT on all selected software, up to 70% off 

■ DMP-HO PRINTER DOT MATRIX S299.00 

■ OS-9 COLOR COMPUTER OPERATING SYSTEM S 68.00 

■ EPSON Q-X 10 PERSONAL COMPUTER 
(call for special) 


17.00/10 pack 
22.00/10 pack 
5.99 


□ □□□□ 

□ □□□□ 

■ ■■□■ 

□□□□n 

□□□□□ 


137 NORTH MAIN 


P.O. BOX 156 


PERRY. MICHIGAN 48872 


1-517-625-4161 


AT PERRY COMPUTERS, WE SELL COMPUTERS 
AT PRICES YOU CAN T RESIST 


Today you want a computer system 
that is reliable, powerful, and compat¬ 
ible, but most importantly, affordable. 


PECIAL OF THE MONTH 
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LANSIN6 AREA COMPUTER CLUBS 


Apple LUO (Lansing Users Group) 

Meets: Last Saturday (1 week earlier in May) 9:30 am 

Lansing Public library, 401 S, Capitol 


Contact: P.O. Box 27144. Lansih 


353-6880 (days); 351 




MI 48902 
(evenings) 


CCUG (Color Computer Users Group) 

Meets: East Lansing Puolic Library, 950 Abbott, E.L, 

CHAOS (Capitol Hill Atari Owners Society) (MC2) 

Meets: Third Saturday 9:30 AM 

Lansing Public Library, 401 S. Capitol 
Contact: Ike Hudson 351-3092 
CHAOS Assembler SIG (MC2) 

Meets: 3rd Thursday 

Contact: Wendell Proudfoot 371-3678 
CHAOS BASIC SIG (MC2) 

Meets: 1st Wednesday 7:00 PM 

Foster Community Center, 200 N Foster, Lansing 
Contact: Mike Aldrich 394-2412 or Ron OnuTer 394-0281 


M3G (Mid-Michigan Microcomputer Group) (MC2) 

Meets: Third Thursday (usually), 7:30 PM 

East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbott, E.L. 
Contact: Dave Chun 394-6318 
Executiue Meetings: 

First Thursday, 7:30 PM 
Beggar's Banquet, 218 Abbott, East Lansing 
M3G CP/M SIG (NC2) 

Meets: Last Thursday, 7:30 PM 

Foster Community Center, 200 N, Foster, Lansing 
Contact: Greg Martin 484-5850 
M3G Heatfi/Zenith SIG (HC2) 

Meets: 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 pm 

All Saints Episcopal Church 
800 Abbott, East Lansing 
Contact: Bill Goodwin 349-965? 

M3G Osborne SIG (MC2) 

Meets: 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 pm 

East Lansing Public Library, 950 Abbott, E.L. 
Contact: Jim Pease 332-8746 

TI Users Group 

Meets: 2nd Tuesday 

Nava!-Marine Corps Reserve Center 
1620 E. Saginaw, Lansing 

Contact: Sieve Bennett, 377-1676 (days), 394-1439 (eves) 


CMTUG (Central Michigan TRS-80 Users Group) (MC2) 

Meets: First Sunday, 1 PM 

Library of Michigan, 735 East Michigan, Lansing 
Contact: Sky Tribe11 349-185? 


U.P.C.G. (Users' Personal Computer Organization—IBN PC group) 
Meets: 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM 

Contact: Skip Osterhus 321-3425 


LACC (Lansing Area Cmodore Club) 

Meets: Second Thursday, 7:30 FM 

All Saints Episcooal Church 
800 Abbott, cast Lansing 
Contact: Jae Walker (president) 31-7061 


Clubs designated (MC2) are members of the Michigan 
Computer Consortium. 

This listing is as accurate as the information we 
receive. To list an euent or update information, contact 
Joe Werner at 337-7415 (evenings). 
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ABOUT ENERGY 


EICRGY is published monthly by the Hichtq*n Computer 
Consortium (MC A 2), P*D, Fpk 1302, East Lansing, Michigan 
48823* ENERGY is distributed to members of the computer 
dobs affiliated with HC A 2 P and is sold at finer local 
retailers* 

Unless otherwise noted, material contained in E14ERSV 
may be reproduced in part or in whole by any other non- 
profit organization or for other non-commercial purposes. 
Acknowledgement should be given to 'ENERGY, the Michigan 
Coiputtr Consortium Magazine 1 , and to the author of the 
material. Please send a copy of the reprint to Mt'2 at the 
address above, 

ABOUT THE MICHIGAN COMPUTER CONSORTIUM 

The Michigan Computer Consortiui (M€ A 21 was formed in 
1983 to sponsor joint activities involving computer dubs 
affiliated with HC A 2. Current members of MC A 2 are: 

CHAOS (Capitol Hill Atari Owners' Society) 

CfiTUO (Central Michigan TR5-80 Users' Group) 

H3G (Mid-Michigan Microcomputer Group), 

Information about each of these dubs is published elsewhere 
in ENERGY. 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Dennis Collinan (CMTCG) 372-6590 

Terry Feichtenbiner (CoCo) 371*1594 

Ike Hudson (CHAOS) 351-3092 

Rob Peck (CHAOS) 837-0327 

Joe Werner (H3S> 337-7415 


ADVERTISING 

Advertising in ENERGY is an economical way to promote 
your products or services to a key audience involved in 
personal computing. Three sizes of ads are available: 

business card, half-page, and full-page. Advertising space 
is limited and controlled, so that ads will never get 
Most". Camera-ready copy is needed by the 15th of the 

month proceeding publication. For more information, contact 
the Editor, 

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS 

Persons wishing to submit articles are encouraaed to do 
so* Articles may be submitted electronically via CompuM, 
or in camera-ready for* (3.5 inch columns, 16 characters per 
inch), or in other forts* Contact any member of the 

Editorial Board, The deadline for all articles is the 15th 

of the month preceedinq publication, 



CfifftOV = WC 1 ..Tt* mtCHlGfiN tOMeufCfl CONSOttlUW 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Clubs Data.*..............-5 

Energy Info,.«..... 

H3G Section,.. *. * i • * • * *..* ..,* ,..*.. S' 

Heath/Zenith SIG Section..,..,.,...fc 

Osborne SIS Section.. 

CHAOS Section,.*.*..,.. 

CMTUG Section,.. J7 



************************* 
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!! 
************************* 

When you support our advertisers, they support you* if 
you are planning to take a purchase, then call or stop by and 
see our advertisers first. Let them know that you arm there 

because of their ad* If an advertiser doesn't have the best 

price in town, then give the* the chance to do better, or look 
at the services they may be able to provide after a purchase. 

If a store doesn’t advertise, then let them know that you 
would like to see their ad in our newsletter, If they hear 

people tell them, then they will eventually get the point and 

advertise. 

The real question is *Nhy buy local if you aren't getting 
any advertising support?" The answer is "I don't know of a 
good reason,* 
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yiEU FROM THE TOP 

by David T*W* Chun 
. . 3 

President, M G 

The next meeting is September 20 at 19:30 (7:30 
pm), another third Thursday of the month! So far 
ure T ve been lucky, but don*t be surprised if we have 
to hold the OcidDer/hSovember/Dec ember meeting on a 
Wednsday* The topic should be one dear to the 
hearts of all of us computer buffs- Tim Childs from 
the Computer Laboratory will be presenting a talk 
titled, 1l tanrrar Stories on the 1 1 smaf otfuer 

ompUitars 1 "* I’ll let you fill in the missing three 
letters- Just because of the nature of the 
presentation, I expect a very informal formate where 
comments from the floor will be welcomed (I wonder 
if I should have cleared this with Tim first?), 
especially those reminiscences with such and such 
machine that you had to spent a long evening with# 
Granted, a talk like this would be better placed at 
the Coral Cables or some similiar surroundings than 
cur friendly library, but this gives the under 21 f s 
a chance to get in their licks* Should be 
interesting and 1*11 see you there. 

Well a year has passed since last year and you 
know what that means. 11 f s time for our Second 
Annual M G picnic! Mow for the bad news—it will be 
held outdoors instead of indoors, sorry# This means 
that only people of the Osborn persuasion will be 
bringing computers# More details will be forth 
coming (eager beavers may contact Lee Hodges who 
will tell you to contact Cheryl Tircne)* While card 
carrying Computerphiles* are often held in the 
public eye as being strange, this is not so* Once a 
year, even if we need it or not, we have a picnic* 
At this festive event we integrate with those 
others* Bring your wive(s), husband(s), friends, 
and child(rens), but animals are optional (check 
with Lee). Did I mention that the picnic is open to 
essentially all the local computer clubs? The date 
will be announced at the last possible moment 
(hint—September 22) so you won't be able to think 
of some other pressing engagement* I will probably 
see you there (I still rather have it indoors, those 
mosquitos were big)* 

Many people have asked me how one gets programs 
from the CP/M 5IG library* I don 1 ! know* But when 
I want to get a particular program I just hand Greg 
Martin a blank diskette and a list of the programs I 
would like* So far this has worked for me* Perhaps 
if Greg was overwhelmed with requests, some other 
policy will have to be established* The problem 
seems to be that word of the library has gotten out 



and has generated some interest* Since there are 
only a few CP/M SIG members, this casual exchange of 
programs has worked. If you have suggestions to 
improve the distribution of the software, bring them 
to the next meeting or get in touch with Greg or 
me* 


[P.S. While I haven r t talked to Cheryl about it, 
I T n sure volunteers to help with the picnic will be 
welcome] 


THE USER 
by Joe Werner 

The IBM PC and other hi story; Recent news 

As I write this- the IBM PC is celebrating its third 
birthday* IBM introduced the PC on August 14, 1981, 
ending a considerable amount of speculation and 
anticipation, and beginning a new era in the personal 
computer marketplace. 

Few industry observers believe that IBM introduced 

anything revolutionary on that August day. Indeed* there 
have been many products released before and after that 

were far more revolutionary. (As examples, consider the 
M3TS Altair, that really started the personal computer 
industry, or the Apple Macintosh, which operates unlike 
any other computer you're likely to have used.) So what 
was it about the IBM PC that nakes this date noteworthy? 

Certainly, some would point to the three initials, IBM* 
Many people had adopted a wait-and-see attitude, and the 

entry of IS1 into the market convinced some of those to 

make the plunge. IBM somehow legit inized the personal 
computer; even other manufacturers like Apple won some 

business because of IBM's legitimizing influence* 

But lEffi also did something else. It released a Personal 
Computer which, while conservatively designed, was 

reasonably state-of-the-art* The PC was 

open-architecture, and invited software and hardware 
add-ons. The openness of the design also encouraged 

imitators and look-alikes, all of which could run 

reasonably all of the software* For software designers, 
this was heaven-sent. 

Consider for a moment the confusion of the CP M market. 
Certainly CP/H openpd up a tremendous opportunity for 
software writers, who could write one program to run under 
CP/M and transport it to a variety of machines, But disk 
formats varied, from B inch soft sectored single sided 
single density, to at least 10 formats of 8 inch double 
density, to 5,25 inch soft sectored, or double density, or 
10 hard sectors, or U hard sectors, or.,., And the rest 
of the environment of the CP/M systems was also 
unpredictable. Anyone who wanted to do sophisticated 
screen-handling techniques had a lot of work to do, since 
a lot of different terminals were in common use. (Mot to 
mention the hacker who had built his own!) And memory 
varied from system to system, but could not exceed 64K, 
Thus, overlays were needed for really sophisticated 
programs. 

The IBM PC was a major step toward solving that. It 
offered a set of de-facto standards which software 
designers could use. It offered a larger memory, with 
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expandability. And systems like Lotus 1-2-3 tfere the 
result. Everything yisiCalc was to the Apple, 1-2-3 was 
for the IBM, But there were other packages besides 
i-2-3s everything from WordStar to dBase II to Microsoft 
Flight Simulator, Software designers fell all over 
themselves to bring out software for the system — both 
because it was a good (note I didn't say great) system for 
software and because the software people anticipated that 
IBM would be able to sell enough PCs to make a good (or 
maybe even great) market for the software. This gave rise 
to a spiral that is still climbing today. 

And IBM hasn't rested on its laurels. It waited until 
other vendors had proven the market for hard disks and 
brought out the XT model. It waited until the IRMA board 
had shown people how nice it is to hook up the PC to an 
1BH 3270 network, and then introduced the 3270 PC, It 

introduced the PC/XT 370, to make micro-to-mainframe 
linkups an all-IBM proposition. And on August 14, 1984, 
the third birthday of the PC, (and interestingly, shortly 
after AT&T's big introduction of personal and small 
business computers), IBM introduced the new PC/AT, The 
PC/AT is a fantastic step forward for the IBM PC, (The 

PC/AT is the subject of a report elsewhere in this 
ENERGY. Be sure to read about it.) 

Is the IBM PC a revolutionary machine? J think not. It 

is a reasonably conservatively designed machine, which did 
nothing to advance the state-of-the-art. But will the IBM 
PC be noteworthy in the history of personal computing? 
Absolutely. It already is. 


The local PC Club 

Congratulations are in order to Skip Osterhus, M3G member, 
for being recently elected President of UPCO, the local 
IBM PC Users Group, Users of the PC, or other related 
HS-OOS machines, should visit an UPCO meeting. Contact 
Skip for details. (See the club listing in the front of 
this Energy,) 

Convergent Technologies stumbles 


Convergent Technologies has reportedly giver 
yorkslate hand-held micro, writing off $15 Rilli 


iven up on the 
lion in the 

process, giving CT a second quarter loss of W.4 Million, 
Convergent is a strong DEM manufacturer of micros and 
super-micros, whose devices are sold by Gould, Burroughs, 
NCR, and other vendors under their own nameplates, with 
the Uorksiate, Convergent was trying to sell direct to 
dealers and end users, It was an effort doomed to 
failure, in my opinion. That was not Cl's market. In an 
opening line from “The Music Man', "But ya gotta know the 
territory! 1 . 

Convergent Technologies Is, however * continuing in the 
high-end marketplace, with a new large-scale micro under 
development for AT&T, Look for its release soon. And 
look for this second quarter loss to be a one-time 
aberration for an otherwise successful company, 

W/Z S2G WjEWS 

by Bill Goodwin 

HUSC0N III is now history and the natives are 
restless! There was soae discontent going into the 
conference with the late delivery of ZBQS 2,0, (The actual 
version as delivered is 2,13) What case out at the 
conference just Bade things worse, ZDDS is still $150 but 
does not include anything beyond that required to operate 
the machine* There is no assembler, linker, hb t cref T or 
source code for bios, This will cose along later 'REAL SOON 




NOW/ at an undisclosed price, (probably another $150) The 
new version of BASIC is not included in the op sys 
package (The way IBM does) so when this arrives it will 
probably cost the sase $175 the current catalog shows for 
version 1,1, (In which, incident!/, the BEEP cpiEEand no 
longer works. I guess it's back to PRINT CHR$(71) This 
leans $475 fur what originally cost $3O0. There will be a 
$50 discount for ZDGS for Lx owners and the norsial HUG 20£ 
discount but that doesn't change the rip-off. There have, 
apparently, been updates of software that Zenith claims 
have been the subject of notices sent to owners. The only 
ones anyone had heard of were the ZD0S 1*25 and CP/M-85 
2.2,101 winchester updates that were sent out. There were 
also updates for Multi-plan and Fortran, Ha-one had heard 
of these. The people on the HUG fobs on cofipu serve have 
started a letter writing caipaign to the President of 
Zenith Data Systems, The main these of the messages I've 
seen is that Zenith is destroying Heath by alienating 
Heath's traditional market (hobbyists aainly) with their 
policies, I sust say I agree with then. If fact, people 
seen to be so upset that I an now seeing messages 
suggesting that the next conference be aoved out of the 
Chicago area, and, I assume , out of the direct presence of 
Zenith, 

While browsing on the PrograMer 's SIG (go pcsl58) 
recently I saw that Turbo-Pascal will soon have it's own 
SIS. Borland certainly seeais to be a going concern. The 
word on the bbs is that Modula-2 will be casing soon, No 
ward on the ru&or that Turbo-C will be here before the end 
of the year, 

I bought a Siiall baby-board for >y -100 that allows 
switch-selection of normal or fast (7,5 MHZ) 8088 xtals. 
It works perfectly in <iine f but the makers (CDR) say that 
the older the eachine the better the chance of operating, 
Everything on the 0088 runs 50X faster and screen 1/0 on 
the B085 also runs 5&E faster. These are available from 
Heath stores at $49.95 with a soney-back offer if your 
machine won't work with it and you don't want to go the 
trouble of finding the slow chips that are causing the 
trouble, 

The Sept, seeting will be the 12th at the church 
baseaent. At this point it appears that several word 
processors and the diagnostic package will be deaoed. It 
would probably be a good idea to bring formatted ZDDS and 
CP/M disks in case anyone has software to share, 

All right, ail right! I'll get down to the main order 
of business, HDDS 3,0, now!! The three people who are 
doing the programing under contract from HUS say they will 
be finished with code and documentation before Christmas, 
The documentation will not be a new set but will be 
additional pages fDr the original HODS 2.0 aanuals,(aa I 
glad now that I kept the HDDS lanuals when the H-8 was 
sold) With a little luck 3.0 could be available for 
Christias presents. 
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Is AT for you? 
by Skip Bsterhus 
club ieiabsf 


What is the newest two letter coaputer fra# the 
best known three Utter computer company, Why it J s AT 
fro# IB*, On tuesday August 14, I?84 IB* animated the 
aost powerful addition to it J s personal coiputer line. 
Here are so#e of the facts about that artrmuce*ent» 


Features 

Base #odel-68 

Enhanced #Gdei-99 

Microprocessor 

16/24 bit 

16/24 tit 


Intel 302B6 

Intel @0206 

speed 

6 fihz 

6 ahz 

Metcry RDM 

64KB 

64KB 

standard RAM 

256KB 

512KB 

expandable 

JHB 

3 MB 

Floppy disk 

1.2MB 

1,2MB 

expandable 

1.2MB 

1.2KB 


320/36QKB 

320/340KB 

Fixed disk 

none 

20KB 

expandable 

40MB 

40KB 

Systea 

8 slots 

8 slots 

standard 

! slot for 

1 slot for 


disk controller 

disk controller 

1 slot for 

1/0 (ser/parl 


17 unused) 

16 unused) 

Operating sys 

DOS 3,00 

DOS 3.00 

Cost 

43,995 

45,795 


^mi still need soae type of aonitor for this new 
coaptiter and IBfl still hasn't introduced a new graphics 
board yet* So you *ay use your existing IBM sonochrote 
board and tonochroie ionitor or you nay use the graphics 
board and color ionitor, Nothing has changed in respect 
to the total video situation. 

The annouceient covered about 57 products (ianuals f 
cables, sotware, hardware, etc.). Here are soae 
highlights. DOS 5,1, XENIX, TQPVIEN (windows package), 
BASIC 3,00, Networking* Professional debugging, MACRO 
asseibler 2,00 and #any tore, I don't really have the 
ti#e or patience to cover everything announced so I a« 
going to wrap this up with §y first hand upressions. 

I first saw the AT at INTftE on tuesday the 14th at 
about 12:15 p.a, It was what 1 had been led to believe 


was coiing according to PC Week received the day before, 
I wrote a little progras in BASIC and watched a couple 
saeple programs run. It appeared to be faster than the 
PC or X! but not each, 1 left not knowing about all of 
the other anntrnc assents IB* »ade, As I write this 
article today l have since seen at least soie detailed 
info on just about everthing that was annouced, Soae of 
questions have been answered and tany wore have not. 

The bulk of info provided to te was fro# the staff at 
Coiputerland, I watched as they loaded in LOTUS 123 
and did a tak and graph of a spreadsheet, I was really 
surprised at how fast it was. They had a Hercules board 
in the uchine as well as the IBM graphics board, 123 
perforaed flawlessly, fast, and accurate. So did SUPER 
CALC and so did sots of ay own custo# software r# 
writing. IBM appears to have given this lachine a high 
degree of coipafiblity with it J s existing base of 
software and hardware while still introducing all of the 
new features. 

In conclusion here is what I think the future 
holds. There will be tore annouceients because it 
appears not all of the parts to the total network (or 
milti-user or milti-tasking) have been anrmuted. The 
TGPVIEN windowing package looks super and runs on the PC 
and XT as well, (It has been described as having 
MACINTOSH like features,) Certainly TOPVIEW is the one 
of the tost exciting pieces of software announced, P# 
convinced that this is the start of the new user 
interface we can expect frci IBM free now on. It way 
co#e as soon as the new DOS (Pa referring to 4,0 fro* 
Microsoft, DRI, or IBM) is annouced, At this ti*e P* 
going to stop because 1 could easily keep going for 
hours #ore because of what I have seen. For ae the 
future is definitely tied into IBH/AT/T0FVIEK. How 
about you? 
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Capitol. Hill. Atari Owners' Society 


'N 



C_H.A_0.S_ WELCOMES YOU 
TO THE WORLD OF THE 


ATARI 


SEPTEMBER MEET 2 NS 

Tht September aeeting of CHAOS will b* is the 
Fatter Conawnty Center. It Hilt itert at 9:8* AH. The 
topict at that netting till be easy and varied. I ny 
thii btcauae t a» looking for volunteers to ukt 
presentations at this tie*. If yoa weald tike to take 
a presentation, then qive oe a call. 

Buy Hurt sill have copin of all the diaka in the 
library for tale at this netting, He bought over JM 
disks for sale at TARICOR and did ast sell very easy 
of thee. If you have been * anting southing free the 
library but bate waiting, then call Suy son. He has it 
in stock! 

TAR2C0N B4 
Success or F«i1ure? 
by the Hudson 

In soee ttys TARICON 84 ms a great success, 
ehite in other it mi a big disappoint amt. In either 
case, It his an educatiM. 

The greatest success is that it actually took 
plus. HAH and CHAOS hoitad the first annual TARICON 
in Southfield, Michigan. H should he noted that the 
Jersey Atari Coaputer Group and the Penninsula Atari 
Coaputer Enthusiasts (Virginia) helped offset the 
costs by sending sonsy. 

It ms nice to set representatives frot about 28 
different user groups it the show. One of the biggest 
successes of the shoo mi the netting held to discuss 
the (orsation of a national sttaork of Atari User 
Sroups. The discussion at this nesting centered on the 
declining level of support for the coaputer user that 
is coning fron Atari. At this mating it ms bad dad 
that thn user groups should begin to fora our owt 
national base. He defined several objectives that 
centered on coaounfcation betoetn groups and with 
Atari, The eaphnii his on Mintaining local group 
autonony while forting a center for a coaken and 
unified voice. This unified voice mold then speak 
with the backing of about 58,888 Atari ouneri instead 
of 48# nail voices uith 18 to 2188 neuters. 

Rob Pock and I till be putting the approved 
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objectives into a letter uith a short questionnaire 
that uiU be sent to aii of the groups that hc have an 
address for. In essence, this mh Atari User Group 
International Hill replace the previous User Group 
Support that tried to function as a part of Atari to 
aaiist user groups. 

This uabrella group sill provide an advocate for 
user group seeds and attespt to educate Atari 
nanigenent on the inportance of user group support. 
Atari needs to realize that nest of the Atari 
computers that have been sold sere as a result of uord 
of nouth advertising by us, and not because of tbu 
poorly designed edvertising that Atari triad. Atari 
owners educate ss stores can tell. 

The nett good thing coning out of this nneting 
mi the Hillings*!! of Gary Hoi an fron Nit atari 
(Hlluaukee) to prop™ that his group and groups in 
the HitMukee/Chicage area sponsor TARICON 63. If be 
is successful, TARICON 85 wilt be sontuhere in the 
HU Mukee/Chicago area during Octohur of 1985. I oish 
bin the greatest of success in putting together a 
consortia! of groups to host TARICON 85, Non that the 
first TARICON has taken place, the second should he a 
smother process. 

Everyone I talked to about TARICON « had food 
things to siy. It mi not as large as ur had hoped, 
but it ■» a good and fun shoe. The vendors Hire 
asking enough noney to covur their eipanses, and asst 
tade a profit over expenses. Host of the attendees get 
sow bargains and had a chance to talk to software and 
aagaiina authors that uare previously only nanes on 
paptr. 

Non for tona of the diiappointMnts. The biggest 
disappoint tent mi that Atari did not com. During ny 
ongoing conversations with Atari personm), best Shell 
(narketing nanagtrl un identified as tha person ebo 
could nake a coanitaent for Atari. Hhan ha finally got 
approval for Atari to cone to TARICON, he infornad at 
that be bad gotten that approval fron Jack Trial*! and 
that Atari would 'hi than in a big My.* 
Unfortunately, about 1 1/2 weeks before thn show Nest 
Shell left Atari. I do not know if Non Ho)son or Nendy 
Heiatraub (who knew of this coMltMnt) are or were 
still at Atari, but no one inforaed at or anyoai 
working on TARICON that Tran!el had changed his eiad 
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■bout supporting TARICOK. Villi hi Distributing htd 
offered to represent or help represent Atari during «y 
conversation* with hit Shell. If nr had any 

indication that Atari mi backing out, m could bava 
aid* arrasgeeentt for Hill ins to replace then. 

In facti when AtIt Aldrich and I tried to call to 
ut if Atari wold need any help sotting up, et could 
not git through to anyone and our calls uere not 
returned. On Friday, Hilt* got very irate and a 

secretary finally got 8kc« to talk to hio. 

fc£A.A 1 1 H€4& £v**i*t - ^ 

infxMd Hike that he knew nothing of TARICOK and 

Atari mold not he attending. For an organization with 
» few people resaining, they sure don’t coasunicata 
within the organization. 

The neat disappointment mi the attendance. He 
started out on Saturday aernig with fairly good 
interest. In fact m had about 4H of the people 
attending the show arrive in the first 4 hours. It 
would seue that aost of thee went hose and told 

friends that Atari would not he coning. An Atari 

convention without any representation froe Atari just 
did not seen worth attending to eany people. I can't 
fault then for that. 

Tha attendance probiea was not totally the fault 
ef Atari. He did not get posters up in the Betroit 
ares, and our requests for Public Ssrvice 
foncurtcenents sere ssesingly ignored or arrived to 

late for use by say of the area radio, TV or 

newpaper*. He Bailed out PSAs to over m eedia 

■anagers. By the tiw we realized that M were not 
receiving any publicity, we did not have tin to pay 
for som, and didn't have the may for it anyway. 

Honey brings ut to the final disappointnmt. He 
had hoped that m would Mke enough aoney to have < 
(Mil pool of seed aoney for the next TAftlCON. In 
fact, m lost aoney. The total losses My go as high 
as Wff-HfH, Even with Hr. Copland'! (ATARI 1 
prosit* of a check for tSM.M to help cover expenses, 
the RACE and CHAOS treasuries will suffer. 1 only hope 
that Hr. Copland sends the check toon. It would be 
ishaeed if he left Atari before we get the check Md 
nobody there knows about the pronitc. At this point 
every little bit will help. 

It wai m educational experience. Mwever hosts 
the second TARICH should find • Ins expensive 
facility. They should also get e coMitnent froe other 
groups to provide cash assistance so their treasury 
and exiitanca are not threatened as ours is now. They 
should start now to pin for the next TARICOK. 1 hope 
a national uabrella group will he in place to assist 
with the next TARICOK. This would help ut all. 

See you all at TARICOK 857 

Si r C 


2ND ANNUAL COMPUTER AUCTION 
OCTOBER MEETINS 
by Ike Hudson 

Set out those old program Ml unused hardware 
itwes out, dust thei off and test then. The second 
annual coaputer auction is coning toon. He will have 
the auction at the October meting. I knew this would 
nornally be held in September, but it takes tine and 
preparation to have ut auction. 

After TARICOH in August, is nr it least I need 
com tise is rest. He also need to put out soee 
publicity on the auction and solicit scan donations so 
the dub can raise a little aoney. 

The auction will be run the sane as last year. 
A11 itess should be labelled wfth your nans and 
■ininua acceptable bid. Reeeoher, if you place a 
■inieu and the bids don’t reach that level you will 
get the iten hack, hut it will cost you 12.M for our 
trouble. The club will get in of the sale price for 
all itHf sold. 

The dub seeds donations. The treasury is going 
to be in very poor shape after we settle ox share of 
TARICOH expenses. This years auction proceeds will 
hopefully he enough to bring us back into a healthy 
position. 

Sixes eay donate item to he auctioned, and they 
say hive itMft auctioned based on the 111 comUiIor. 
Start soliciting donations fx the auction mw. Let m 
know as soon is we have pledges froe any stxes so 1 
cm see that they get at such credit as possible. 

6et reedy fx October. If you dm't use it, then 
tell it to sDMB n i who nil!. If you xe looking fx 
that lMtthing special fx Christen x Kanukkah then 
bring your eoney. There xe aluays bom greet buys it 
the Great Coaputer Auction. 
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± 2BK S^MYO MOC—3=0 
2ND DISK DRIVE 

B Color Basic WordStar 3.3 CaleBtar E»*ywriter i, 
Pesos - installed prcoraes - extra disks - flip n file 
utilities - EasyWriter tesplates - dealer support 

,00 (demonstrator - ♦ S95.00) 


APPLICATIONS 

NASTER”GRAPH 7i,95 

Business Graphics 
MI-TERM 63,97 

Teriinai Rrojrai 
QUICK & SIMPLE 39.95 

Data Base Wanajer 


ANIMATION STATION 79.95 
Tablet m/Grafiti 2.2 


GAMES 

ADVENTURE #1 31.95 

Text Adventures 
CASHHAN 27.95 

Arcade Graphics 
DC 10 31.95 

Flight Simulator 
EMPEROR 27.95 

Graphic Adkenture 

QQMiNS_sgoN 

MI-KEY 27,95 

Redefines Keyboard 


UTILITIES 
FREEZE FRAME 
Screen Du»p 
H DISK 
RAM Disk 
UTILITIES II 

5 utility Proqraas 


31.95 

27.95 
27.95 


PICASSO 79.95 

Graphic Arts Prograa 
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New Products: 

KAP Green Screen (with cable) 
BMC Color Monitor (Res: 350x350) 
Gemini 10-X Printers 
Panasonic Printers 
Silver Reed printers 
Dishanks - Hold 50 

Oanitrend* s Universe 
Basic XL (( 


Computers and Peripherals 

Accessories 


Software 

SPECIAL ORDERS EXPEDITED 
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ATARI' 


Located in Meridian Mall 
PhoneI 349—7353 
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f Getting Serious about ff.U.L.E. 

by Ralph Fellows 
4 — Smithore 

(This is one of a series of articles intended to help 
gon sharpen your ff.U.L.E.-playing skills.) 

Food and energy keep the planet Irata running. Crystite 
is a luxury, a cash “crop" for export only. Smithore is 
probably the hardest commodity to understand. It's 
vital to development (sules are made of it), but deter¬ 
mining how much of it you should producer and when? is 
tricky. 

The first big fortune in a game of ff.U.L.E. — the one 
that puts one player thousands of dollars ahead of the 
rest of the pack -- is usually based on smithore. The 
ffechtrons understand this. and they will often put out 
ssithore sines in the early turns> even forgoing food 
and energy. Conservative human players generally con¬ 
centrate on food, energyr and crystite. Do the 
ffechtrons know sosething that we don't? 

There's no question about it: a ssithore sine on a 
three-sountain plot is a cosfort. In good times or bad. 
it will produce three or four units of ssithore each 
turtir which can be sold for $40 to $50 each. Having 
this such money cosing in turn after turn can sake all 
the difference in getting out aules and purchasing extra 
food and energy. The pirates never bother you. As long 
as you keep selling ssithore to the store, aule prices 
will stay low; and if ssithore prices start to rise, 
you're in a perfect position to increase production and 
cash in. 


Still, aost huRans opt for the flashier crystite in in- 1 
stalling their mining mules, leaving ssithore to the 
ffechtrons. I think this tendency is based on the 
econosy-of-scale principle — 6 crystite sines will 
produce sore units than 3 crystite sines and 3 ssithore 
sines. And, of course, crystite usually sells for sore 
per unit than ssithore. 

Granted, the First Founder is usually the player with 
the most crystite plots. Rut that doesn't mean you have 
to concentrate on crystite exclusively throughout the 
gase. It makes a lot of sense to put in one or two 
ssithore sines early, to keep the price of sules low and 
to prevent other players from cornering the sarket. You 
can always convert thea to crystite later on, when the 
supply of aules is more stable. 

Saithore is a good target for speculation, too, because 
it doesn't spoil easily, Hone of it spoils unless you 
have more than 50 leftover units; then, the units in 
excess of 50 all spoil. If you're speculating, the 
spoilage may not be important; but it's something to 
remember. 

The price of mules depends on what happened during the 
ssithore auction on the previous turn. Each mule will 
cost twice the price paid for the last unit of smithore 
traded, rounded down to the nearest multiple of $10. 
For example, if smithore was traded at $5?, mules will 
cost $110. 

Note that the price the store paid for smithore is not 
always the last trading price. If, after everyone else 
?9lfi smithore at $59, one player trots up and buys 
one unit at, say $95, mules will cost not $110 but $1907 
Hatch out for players who do this! 
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Saithore sines are subject to the usual disasters — 
planetquakes* Meteorites* and so on — but there's no 
point in putting out extra sines to trg to avoid the#. 
Food and energy are sore critical* and it sakes sense to 
trg to cushion yourself against bad luck; siithore is 
hardly ever so iaportant that you should convert a mule 
of another type to siithore just to protect against 
chance occurences. 

Piercaa Boub 1 0 Dtnsi ty 
Drives ONLY *200.00 

Percoa it offering thler PoutIt faulty Bilk 
drive* for only I2H while the luppliei Uft. The 9D 
drive uith 1 printer controller i* only <3H. If you 
ire intermated in putting together 1 group purchase, 
then let it be knew it the next aecting. He need 
loeeone to coordinate thi* group buy. There it no 

•inaun order, but it will require pre-piyemt. This 
offer ii United to current atock, 10 let* get tbit 
one going non! If ne buy 2t or acre the club get* 1 
free drive! 

Whart 1* ATARI going? 
by Ike Hndnon 

It would seen tbit no one it very lure of nbere 
Atari ii going at this tine. Son* rtnori have teid 
that Atari nit going to drop the BMIL after 
Chrittm. fat Shell mured ne that this wat not 

true, fat taid that Atari nan coMitted to prodoc lag 
and telling the 8M1L for at least another year, fat 
Shell alto assured ne that Atari would be cooing out 
with ■ new wore powerful computer that would he SMIL 
conpatibln in the near future. He alio told 0 * that 

Atari would be coning to TARICflf 'in a big way', but 
that mi BEFORE be left Atari! 

fa 1 wonder fa ouch ill that inforoetion it 

north. He non know fa big the Atari splaih mi at 

TARICM. Doe* tbit wan tbit Atari will duep the SMIL 

after Chrittm? The SMIL it already selling for 

<1«-W79 in Cleveland. Thi 113d dial drive it going 
for <239 with projections that it will go for about 

<199 very toon. A price cut of tbit aagnitude cm 

tocetioet prdict the future of the conputer. Rewenber 
the Oiborne! 

If the SMIL it dunped, will that eean that the 
new tore powerful SMIL compatible will still enter 
the earket? Shy should it. if thari it no low end 
computer to conpliaent it, then why not jutt introduce 
a whole new non-coapatible line of coeputert. Then yon 
can have 1 whole series froo low end to high end. 

1 should elM add that fat Shell laid that the 
78H would definitely be narketed. If we take this 
little ihel) gaee one step further, then we can see 
the writing on the Mil. If thit laforution it at 
reliable ai the reat, then the 76M It already dead, 
at it should be! 

fat can m aspect froe Atari? Hy gum it that 
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We are one of the oldest ''Atari Only" mail order businesses, and we 
have built our reputation on Fast Service, Fair Prices, and above all.,, 
Honesty 1 

Our numerous Flyers and Catalogs will keep you abreast of the latest 
products for Atari computers, and notify you of our "Super Specials" 
(Up to 70% off fj. Send us your name and address for Free Flyers, or $1 
for our Giant Catalog (Refundable with purchase). 

FREE CATALOG /3S23t 

WITH ANY PURCHASE OR SEND j 
SI.00 (REFUNDABLE WITH PURCHASE) 

This is the most comprehensive / 

Atari -Only referenc§ catalog L 

ever produced. It contains 

over 3000 software and hardware 

listings with illustrations and descriptions. 

if you don't have our catalog , you're missing out / 
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Truitt till dump the 8HXL. The price should reach 
about $149 for the BMXL up $189 tor the 1<H in the 
next three eonths. The nee coaputer introduced by 
Tmiel till be cheep and hive a lot of K, but eili 
lack any defined compatibility uith anything that 
currently exists. It will be marketed on a lou cut 
basis, and it uy even #ork soutiKs. Quality control 
uill not be a problu, since they we layed off. 

Mat lies ahead for the Atari coaputer owner? 
This one is wide open. 1 suggest that you get involved 
uith a common support systee. It uy be the only 
support you receive, batch uhat Tracitl does, but be 
uary of uhat he or his subordinates uy. Actions 
a1cays speak ouch louder than nords. In the case of 
the new Atari Corporation this uill be even tore so. 

You uy be inndering if i have given up on Atari. 

1 oust admit that I ao close. 1 like the Atari 
computers. I knou they can hi ieproved uith 
compatibility built in. I also know that Atari has 
■any of thou improvements locked any. Even the 

current oanafeaent is not snare of uhit iaprovetmts 
already exist in their cun filei and storage roots. I 

liko ty Atari and uill continue using it, even after 

it is obsolete and ny coapitible uchine ft being 

urteted. I uy begin looking for another etch in* to 
do ay serious uork on and to stay current uith the 

state of the art. I uill net buy any ATARI aachint 

that does not offer a reasonable degree of 

compatibility uith ty 8ff. I uill consider in upgrade 
to a coapitible, tore powerful uchine! 

If Atari stays coapitible in their mu taebints 
(which I doubt), then I wish the* the best tad till 
continue to support tbee and help *y friatdi to select 
Atari coaputars. If they do not, thou I uill be tho 
first to suggest going to a lore stable coupauy that 
is likely to provide upward coepatibility to their 
users, CQKPATI8ILITY is a word (bat too aaoy 

manufacturers ere ignoring. 

Hots Financial Database 

Reviewer: Ralph Fellows 
froi Richard J. Kalagher 
Retail Price: Program is free; 

Documentation costs $20.00, 

This is release 2.3 of a home-finance package. If 
you have trouble keeping track of where your aoney goes, 
this progra* won't help you ouch — you need better 
spending and recording habits. If you already know 
where your uoney goes, this program will let you keep an 
on-line log and generate various suuuaries. 

The prograa requires a disk drive and a Basic car¬ 
tridge. A printer (for hard-copy reports) is desirable 
but not aandatory. 

The prograa has two interesting features: intro¬ 
ductory docuaentation coaes on the disk, and the product 
is free. (The CHAOS library has peraission to sake and 


distribute copies.) To get full benefits from it, 1 
however, you'll have to order the printed docuaentation 
for an additional $20.00. 

Hr. Kalagher's claim that this prograa will be 
useful to small businesses is exaggerated. There is a 
time-tested and well-known systee called "double-entry 
bookkeeping" to which accountants, bankers, and tax 
people are very partial. Prospective businesspersons 
would do well to learn it — classes and self- 
instruction books are widely available. Programmers 
that write financial software would do well to design 
their packages around it. Hr. Kalagher would do well 
to keep all this in nind for release 2.4. 

SynChron 

Reviewer; Ralph Fellows 
froa Synapse. 

Retail Price: ??? 

Suanary 

A computerized appointaent book. Nice graphics, 
but does little that you couldn't do equally well with 
pencil and paper. Interesting but not very useful. 

Deta ils 

SynChron allows you to keep track of appointaents 
and important dates on a floppy disk. It also allows 
you to sort thea based on keywords of your own choice 
(birthdays, weddings, whatever) and to print off suaaa- 
ries and schedules. 

Each disk can hold up to two years' worth of 
events. 

Opinions 

Peter Hcililliams and I agree: don't use a coaputer 
for a job that you can do perfectly well by hand. A 
cheap appointment book and a pencil will do almost ev¬ 
erything for you that SynChron does. 

A really good computerized appointment system ought 
to be able to carry birthdays and anniversaries over 
into next year automatically, to schedule "first Honday 
of each month" events, and handle itees like vacations 
that stretch over more than one day, SynChron can't do 
any of these. There must be better ways you can spend 
your money — why waste it on this product? 
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Getting Serious about H.ti.L.E. 
by Ralph Fellows 
5 — Crystite 

(This is one of a series of articles intended to help 
you sharpen your O.L.E.-playing skills.) 

Foodr energy, and siithore are all vital to the suc¬ 
cessful developient of the colony, Crystite is an 
export-only cotiodity. 

The winner in a ga»e of H.U.L.E is usually the player 
with the tost crystite iules, The ideal setup would he 
to get all possible plots converted to crystite, 
achieving the stamust economies of scale. The tfechtrons 
often do exactly that — souetiises too early, leaving 
theiselves short of food and energy, Hutan players 
should try to arrive at this setup on turns 11 or 12, 

Pirates can take a great deal of difference in the ef¬ 
fectiveness of lining crystite. If the pirates never 
coie, the wxnnner is aliost certain to be a crystite 
liner. If they cone twice late in the gaie, the gaie 
say go to soieone specializing in another cosiodity. 
But they don't often coie twice late in the gaie, so the 
sensible strategy is to get out as sany crystite lines 
as possible. 

Crystite is distributed in a predictable way around the 
three-dot plots. There are four two-dot plots — one 
above, one below, one to the right, and one to the left 
— and four one-dot plots — in the four diagonal di¬ 
rections. Of course, the river, the town, the edge of 
the sap, leteorite strikes, and other three-dot plots 
can obscure this pattern. Furthenore, there are usu¬ 


ally a few isolated one-dot sites scattered randoily 
around the board with no connection to any higher- 
production plots. Still, keep your eyes open. If one 
player finds a good (that is, two- or three-dot) 
crystite site, there are others nearby. 

Does it lake sense to prospect for crystite? The 
hechtrons certainly think so. But unless your reflexes 
are as good as a Hechtron's, I don't recowend assaying 
any plots except the ones you own — there are three 
other players, after all, and if you find sosething 
good, the odds are three to one that you won't be the 
one that tlaias the plot. (Assaying other players' land 
is downright stupid.) 

tonally, it is best to try to keep your plots adjacent 
to one another. Crystite is the exception to this rule. 
If one player discovers a good crystite plot, the other 
players lust juip in and try for the plots nearby, even 
if they're tiles away fros their other plots. If one 
player is able to claii six or seven adjacent crystite 
plots, the other players can head for the barn — the 
gaie is effectively over. 

Like saithore, crystite spoils only if you have aore 
than 50 leftover units? then the units in excess of 50 
all spoil. Keep this in aind if you're speculating — 
nothing is lore annoying than to buy a huge bundle of 
crystite at $68, only to see it spoil on the next turn 
when the price is 1144, 

Crystite sines are subject to the usual disasters, but 
there's no point in putting out extra aines to try to 
avoid thea. You normally put out all the crystite aines 
you can tanage anyway — how can you put out any aore? 


PRESIDENTIAL RESIGNATION 
BY IKE HUDSON 

As of the Septeiber tenting I a* subiitting §y 
resignation, I feel responsible for leading the club 
into a cowitient to TARICON that has virtually devas¬ 
tated our treasury. By the Septeiber leeting we will 
know exactly how »uch the CHAOS share of the loss is. I 
expect that we will incur a loss of about $500. That is 
not acceptable to »e and should not be acceptable to the 
■eibership. 

I lust tender ly resignation for consideration By 
the teibership. It will be up to you to accept it or 
reject it. This will be a basic vote of confidence. If 
the leibership feels as I do. that the losses are 


unacceptable* then I will step aside and support the new 
president. If the teibership does not want to accept iy 
resignationi then I will continue to serve. I will not 
continue if even a stall portion of the leibership feels 
that I should not. I do not want to create division or 
factions within the leibership. We have a very cohesive 
group. We work well together. This mst continue. If 
it requires new leadership to continue as a cohesive 
group* then I an prepared to step aside and becoie a 
supportive tesber. 

The success or failure of TARIC0N is a judgement 
call. There are positives and negatives. The loss of 
noney is the biggest negative. The only way we will be 
able to continue functioning will be if we have very 
good library sales in Septeiber and a great auction in 
October. I will act as auctioneer in October unless the 
new president has other plans. 
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CMTUG UPDATE 

by Bentns C, Cullinan 

Hell, folks, the simmer hiatus for CMTUG meetings is 
aver,, and there MILL be a September meeting on Sunday the 
9th at 1PM in the Library of Michigan's InfoTeth Center. 
As l have written in these pages before, our featured 
weaker will be longtime meaiber Greg Martin, on a topic near 
and dear to his hearts CP/M. Oreo is H3G ? s CP/M SIS leader 
and has acquired a huge library of public doiain programs. 
These are available to CMTUG and/or M3G testers in a wide 
variety of disk formats, for a nominal reproduction charge. 
If you have CP/M capability or are thinking of tooling up 
for it, Greg's talk will be one you won't want to ties. 

The September meeting will also feature a continuation 
of a practice we began last spring, of awarding a door prize 
to one lucky setter in attendance, These door prizes are 
never identified beforehand, and usually do not have a huge 
dollar value, but they are always worth having. 
Incidentally, if you have some micro item you'd like to 
donate as a door prize, please contact me (372—6590 home; 
373-7513 work), if you are a merchant makin q such a 
donation, that fact will be announced at the meeting and 
also published in Energy. 

My trusted informant on Tandy secrets reveals that a 
Model 1200 computer is in the wings. This will be a 99.44X 
IBM PC compatible machine with a ten meet hard drive, 12SK 
RAM, using MS-DOS and MIX, The price is expected to be 
under $3000, but note that it will run every bit as slow as 
the IBM it seeks to initate* This new product should be 
announced in a month or two. 


The Model 2000 will also get an upgrade of sorts as 
Tandy starts employing the Intel 80286 CPU in place of the 
80136, This move will preserve an operational parity with 
IBM's new AT PC just announced. The AT (which uses the 
80286) can be expanded to 3 Megs of RAM, so I expect Tandy's 
2000 will move into that ballpark too. 

The good folks at Cosputer Options in Charlotte tell me 
thev've discovered that the whole set of software usually 
bundled with the Sanyo MBC-555 licro WordStar, etc*) will 
run unaltered on the Model 2000. Qf course, unless you've 
qt >t 360K drives in the Sanyo you carTt expect much 
readabilitv of Model 2000 disks, but any kind of 
compatibility between different brands is intriguing, 
especially when one of them costs less than $1000. 

Speaking of the Sanyo, it sure seems to me that there 
might be some interest and need for an HBC-555 user group or 
SIS in this area, A number of local dealers report that the 
555s are practically flying off their shelves. I hear there 
is a new magazine supporting Sanyo users, and there should 
be a lively interest in identifying those IBM PC programs 
which will run unaltered. If any of you out there would like 
to participate in a Sanyo user group, or if you know ot one 
oiready in operation in this area, please contact me at the 
number'(s) above. I offer ay oruamzational skills and the 
Library's InfoTech Center as a meeting place (there is an 
H6C-555 there). Pass the word. 
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MODEL I WORLD 

by Jeutorme Brewer 

Preprinted from BEHS Newsletter, August t^S4> 

Is there life for the Model 1 after the Model III, 4 
ami 4P? In “The Model I; Staying Alive, 1 the editor of 30 
HCflO January 1?04) cemented on the future of the Model I. 
This article estimates that 250^000 of the 300,000 Model Is 
sold are still being used and will be for some time to cose, 
It concludes that “age tay not count for much in the 
computer industry, but 250,000 owners pack so»e clout." 
Remember that our very efficient bulletin board is provided 
through the services of a Model L That four-year, seven- 
day-a-week< 24 hour a day service is a clear signal of the 
long ten reliability of the machine. It will be interesting 
to see how *any of the new micros appearing daily in the 
market can match this record in the future, 

I will start with some thoughts about compatibility. 
Because the Model I is no longer manufactured, every Model 1 
owner will at some point face the issue of compatibility 
between the Model I and another computer, such as the Model 
III or 4, 

Nhen Chris and I added a Model III companion for the 
Model I, the question of how to make the two machines work 
together became important to me, I was using the Model 1 in 
•y office and the Model III at hose; therefore 1 wanted to 
be able to take a disk home to continue the work, The first 
part was no problem; 1 could convert the Model 1 file, using 
Model III TRSDBS. However, I couldn't take the disk and the 
file back to the Model I, once the file was in the Model III 
double density world, there was no way to move it back to my 
Model I single density world. 

Even with double density on the Model I, you will have 
a problem, TRSDOS on the Model III will not read Model 1 
double density. Sf course, there are other operating systems 
available, probably the best selection available for any 
kind of 8-bit mocrocoiputer, 

I solved the problem of compatibility by choosing (and 
buying) DE5PLUS 3,4 as the operating system for both the 
Model I and the III, By using this BOS on both machines, I 
car take a disk out of one machine and read and write to it 
in the other. The commands are the same on both machines; 
you won't notice the difference. Many programs will run on 
either machine, although in some cases different versions of 
a program must be bought (for example, NewScript, Data 
Writer). Still, data disks can be used on either model. 
Sometimes the vendor will give you a special price on the 
second version of a program ii you need it. Software Options 
charged me 150 for a second version of Data Writer, a 
database management program. The Lazy Writer people (Alpha 
Bit Communications) sent me both versions at no extra cost. 
FroSoft is charging $25 for the second version of All Write! 
(their successor to NewScriptK They have versions for Model 
III, 4, or the Lobo MaxEG. 

Ether DQSs like Multidos, NewdosflO 2.0, and IDES will 
also provide compatibility. Dhe advantage of BESPLliS 3.4 and 
Multidos is that they require no installation of various 
kinds of drivers for printers, the keyboard and screen. You 
simply put the operating system disk into drive 0 and go to 
work. B0SPLES will read and write data to a Multidos disk: 
Multidos will read and write to BQSPLU5, NewdosBO and TRSDOS 
disks. Newdos requires you to specify the drive 
characteristics for Model I and the Model HI. I was never 
able to understand the instructions in the manual for 
setting the PBRIVE specs. However, others have found 
NewdosBO to be a very useful and flexible DOS: it provides 
important features for programmers. DBSPDJS 3,5 and LDOS 


require you to go through a series of installation 
procedures. The choice of an operating system, like the 
choice of a word processing program, is a matter of your 
preferences and particular needs. The point is that most 
programs are available for both the Model I and the III (and 
thus the Model 4 in Mod III mode). 

How many Model I owners do we have out of the estimated 
250,000? I have learned in recent years that being dated is 
not the same as being obsolete. My Model I still performs 
efficiently all the tasks I ask of it, I have thought about 
selling it, but then 1 ask myself why 3 should sell a 
machine that still performs efficiently and reliably. Nhat 
do you think? 
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